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Icy conditions cause university meltdown Former

football
coach sues
university

Snowstorm creates
economic safety
concerns
Allison Petty
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Lauren Lamb needed three
people to help her get to her first class
Wednesday.
Lamb, who uses a wheelchair,
was one of several students who
expressed concerns about safety in
the aftermath of a snowstorm that
canceled Tuesday classes and covered
campus in several inches of snow
and ice.
“I just kind of sink,” said Lamb, a
senior from Seneca studying speech
communication. “I have no traction,
and once you’re stuck, you’re stuck.”
Todd Sigler, director of the SIUC
Police Department, said no accidents
or injuries had been reported to
campus police by around 4 p.m.
Wednesday.
However, Undergraduate Student
Government President Demetrous
White said he was flooded by
complaints from students and had
seen several fall on the ice.
“I think it was a bad decision
to open up the campus without
the sidewalks having been cleared
properly,” White said. “There’s no
excuse for this … It’s unfair, and how
dare they treat students this way?”
University spokesman Rod Sievers
said Physical Plant crews used more
than 300 tons of salt to clear the
sidewalks and parking lots Tuesday.
He added that the workers followed
a priority list to decide which areas
to clean first, concentrating primarily
on areas used by students.
Brian Mager, director of the
university parking division, said in an
e-mail that parking agents would not

Lawsuit disputes
whether Kill must
pay to terminate
contract
Joe Crawford
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Doherty
said
Attucks’
recommendation was lower because

The university’s recently
departed head football coach
has filed suit against SIU in a
dispute over whether he should
pay for accepting the coaching
spot at Northern Illinois
University before his contract
expired.
In the lawsuit, former coach
Jerry Kill claims a section of
his contract that would fine
him for leaving SIUC before
his contract ran out is illegal
and cannot be enforced. The
section of the contract requires
Kill to pay the university a third
of a year’s salary, which totals
$57,772.44, for taking another
head coaching position before
his contract expired.
Associate General Counsel
Deborah Nelson said Kill’s
contract was set to expire in
2011.
Shari Rhode, a Carbondale
attorney who represents Kill,
said the requirement that Kill
pay for leaving early is an “illegal
penalty,” but the contract calls
the requirement “liquidated
damages.”
Rhode said it is legal to
include a liquidated damages
provision in a contract, which
pays for the cost the university
incurs when an employee leaves
early. But she said she believed
the language in question was
illegal because it provided
no room for Kill to leave for
another coaching job.
She said Kill’s contract
with SIUC did, however, allow
him to leave his position if he
retired, died or if the university
breached the contract.
The primary function of the
case is to determine whether the
provision represents liquidated
damages or a penalty, which
would be illegal, she said.
“That’s where the dispute
is,” she said. “And Coach Kill
has made very clear that once
the court decides which side is
right, if it’s a legal liquidated
damage provision he’ll pay it
— if it’s an illegal penalty he
won’t.”

See COUNCIL, Page 13

See SUIT, Page 13
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ABOVE: Workers plow the parking lot to SIU Arena Wednesday afternoon. The parking lots for the
Communications Building, Pulliam Hall and the Lesar Law Building were not plowed.
BELOW: Students struggle to keep their balance as they walk over an ice coated sidewalk Wednesday
afternoon on campus.
write any citations Wednesday.
Mager said the upper level of the
parking garage had been closed until
further notice.
Wednesday evening, the SIU
Arena parking lot had been cleared
using multiple construction vehicles.
However, many parking lots,
such as those outside the Lesar
Law Building, the Communications
Building and Pulliam Hall, were
covered in at least half an inch of ice.
Although most area high schools,
elementary schools and community
colleges
announced
closings
See CONDITIONS, Page 13

Council approves funds, challenges schools
Debate in city
funds for Attucks
continues
Barton Lorimor
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Hours of deliberation by the
City Council ended with Mayor
Brad Cole asking why community
organizations are raising kids instead
of families and schools.
The question arose after the City
Council approved staff recommended
funds for community organizations
Tuesday night. The contributions
will be part of the fiscal year 2009
budget, which goes into act May 1.
Councilwoman Corene McDaniel
asked representatives from the
I Can Read program and Family
Advocacy Services if they receive
financial support from Carbondale
Elementary School District 95
since their students benefit from the

News

Campus ministry
celebrates Chinese
culture.
PAGE 3

organizations. Both representatives
said they do not, but Dollean YorkAnderson of the advocacy service
said teachers and counselors have
contributed student records and
classroom performance in the past.
Cole said he wonders why the
school district is not giving money to
the organizations since students are
learning from these outside sources
and why children depend after-school
activities instead of going home.
Linda Meredith, Superintendent
of District 95, said the schools’ own
issue with funding was why they
had not contributed to the different
organizations. Meredith said she still
appreciates the work organizations
like I Can Read and Family Advocacy
services have done for the students.
“We consider these organizations
partners,” she said.
The council did not take action to
fund Attucks Community Services,
which submitted a request for $74,460
in fiscal year 2009, and a reduction in
rent at the city-owned Eurma C.
Hayes Center. City Manager Jeff
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Doctoral student finds
help, hope.
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Darrion Brown, left, 9, reads through the play “Streetfair” along
with Nia Allison, 8, as Corey Pettyjohn, center, a senior from
Champaign studying advertising, helps them Nov. 28 at the
Eurma C. Hayes Center. Pettyjohn, a member of the fraternity Alpha
Tau Omega volunteers with several of his fraternity brothers twice a
week at the center.
Doherty said his staff recommended
Attucks should receive $34,641 for
rent payments, which have not been
made in 10 months.
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NEWS BRIEFS

CALENDAR

Blood Drive American
Red Cross

Outages continue in
aftermath of storm

• Today at the Newman Center

The New Greenwashing

• 4:30 p.m. today at the Communications
Building, room 1032
• Lecture presentation by Philip Mattera

‘Deal or No Deal’ Date
Game Show

• 6:00-9:00 p.m. Friday at Quigley
Auditorium
• Come choose your mate!
• Donations accepted

The calendar is a free service for
community groups. We cannot
guarantee that all items will run.
Submit calendar items to the
D AILY E GYPTIAN newsroom,
Communications 1247, at least
two days before event, or call
(618) 536-3311, ext. 266.

C A R B O N DA L E (AP) — Ameren
says it’s making progress in thinning
the number of outages since a wintry
mix of snow, sleet and freezing rain
swept through southern Illinois earlier
this week.
Ameren spokeswoman Erica Abbett
says some 6,100 homes and business
still are without power in the wake of
the storm that in some areas dumped
up to eight inches of snow and other
precipitation.
Abbett says the utility hopes that
most of the affected customers will
have electricity restored by the end of
Thursday, although some of the outages
may push into Friday.
As the cleanup continues, the 20,000
students at Southern Illinois University
Carbondale are back in class after a
one-day shutdown forced by the storm.

Parolee’s arrest is a tip
in store slayings

CORRECTIONS
In Tuesday’s edition DAILY EGYPTIAN of the
Jaehwan Byun should have said that he
is a doctoral student of curriculum and
instruction.
The DAILY EGYPTIAN regrets this error.
If you spot an error, please contact the
DAILY EGYPTIAN accuracy desk at 536-3311,
ext. 253.

POLICE REPORTS
Michael James Markasovic, a 21-year-old
SIUC student from Antioch, was charged
with possession of less than 30 grams
of cannabis at University Hall Friday.
Markasovic was issued a Carbondale
pay-by-mail citation.
Criminal damage to state supported
property on the fifth floor of Mae Smith
Hall was reported Friday. The hallway
carpet and a door lock were damaged.
There are no suspects at this time.
A suspect was identified in the theft of
a textbook less than $300 at the Morris
Library and the book had been recovered Friday. The case was referred to the
State’s Attorney’s Office.
A suspect was identified but has not
been located in a reported case of
domestic battery and theft of a cellular
phone price less than $300 at Southern
Hills Monday. The victim did not require
medical attention and the case has been
referred to State’s Attorney’s Office.

T I N L E Y PARK (AP) — Authorities
say a man arrested by the U.S. Marshals
Service on a parole violation is just one
of many leads investigators are pursuing in the fatal shooting of five women
at a suburban Chicago clothing store.
But media reports indicating a suspect has been identified or arrested in
connection with the case are “incorrect,”
Tinley Park Police Department Cmdr.
Rick Bruno said Wednesday.
“We can confirm that the U.S.
Marshal’s office picked up an individual
on an unrelated warrant,” Bruno said
in a statement. “That person was not
turned over to the South Suburban
Major Crimes Task Force or to the Tinley
Park Police Department. However, we
consider the information a lead, and
treat it as we treat all the other leads
that are being pursued.”
Several Chicago news organizations,
citing law enforcement sources, reported that a man picked up by the U.S.
Marshals’ fugitive task force in Chicago
on a parole violation early Wednesday
morning fit the description of the gunman in the Feb. 2 slayings at a Lane
Bryant store.
Some media reported that a suspect had been identified, prompting a
rush of questions for Tinley Park officials,
according to Mayor Edward Zabrocki.
“It’s one of the 500 tips we’re pursuing,” Zabrocki said. “He’s not the first guy
we’ve talked to and he’s not going to
be the last.”
“This is creating such a crazy fire-

storm it’s unreal,” Zabrocki added.
The department has received hundreds of tips but none is more promising than any other, Bruno said.
The attack at the clothing store left
five women dead and another injured.
Killed in the shootings were: store
manager Rhoda McFarland, 42, of Joliet;
Carrie H. Chiuso, 33, of Frankfort; Connie
R. Woolfolk, 37, of Flossmoor; Sarah T.
Szafranski, 22, of Oak Forest; and Jennifer
L. Bishop, 34, of South Bend, Ind.

Man sentenced to 20
years prison for slaying

B E L L E V I L L E (AP) — A St. Clair
County judge has sentenced a Metro
East man to 20 years in prison for beating his 75-year-old wife to death with a
hammer.
Seventy-eight-year-old
David
Bratsch pleaded guilty this week to firstdegree murder in the death of wife
Agnes Bratsch.
Bratsch killed his wife of 20 years last
June in their Millstadt home.
Agnes Bratsch’s young granddaughter found her body on the kitchen floor.
Police say David Bratsch was found
on the living room couch with minor
wrist wounds from what authorities said
was a suicide attempt.
Investigators have said David Bratsch
had no obvious signs of an age-related
illness, such as Alzheimer’s disease, and
that the couple had no recorded history
of violence.

New project hopes to
collect missing DNA
samples

CHICAGO (AP) — Law enforcement
authorities are working on a plan to
gather thousands of DNA samples they
say are missing from the state’s database.
Attorney General Lisa Madigan says
her office is launching a project to work
with other law enforcement agencies to
figure out whose samples are missing.
Madigan says there’s a gap in the
database because it took time for agencies to start collecting samples after
Illinois expanded its law in 2002 to cover
everyone newly convicted of a felony
and people in prison before they’re
released.
s estimates there are 30,000 felons
that the state should have gotten samples from in those early months but
didn’t.
DNA is used to convict offenders and
exonerate those wrongfully convicted.
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Students experience Chinese culture on campus
Christian Holt
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Ming Wei Neo came from
Singapore with only two months to
pack and move everything in her life
to America.
The graduate student studying
music said she found more than just
extra space when she arrived in the
states.
Neo said she became a Christian
last semester. Now affiliated with the
campus ministry group, Chi Alpha,
Neo helped tell other students about
Chinese culture and the organization Wednesday evening in University
Hall.
In the second of four events focusing on different places around the
world, Residence Hall Dining spiced
up the event by making it a little more
one-culture specific.
The first event was a hodgepodge
of different cultures. Michelle Ostien,
graduate assistant and nutrition counselor for residence hall dining, said
this event would focus more on the
Chinese culture.
The affair featured artifacts and food
for sampling. Beth Swartzendruber,
a 2001 SIUC graduate and full-time
staff member of Chi Alpha, said the
authentic Chinese dancers who were
scheduled to perform at the event all
had the flu.
Swartzendruber helped provide
music to participants by recruiting
Neo and another music student, Chien
Meng “Mickey” Chun to play Chinese
folk worship songs during the event.
Ostien said she was excited about
these events because she wanted students to know about all the cultural
diversity the university has to offer.
“There’s so many different cultures
and different countries represented
with all of the students who attend

E DYTA B ŁASZCZYK ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Ming Wei Neo, a graduate student studying music, performs traditional Chinese folk and worship songs on the piano for the
International Taste at University Hall Wednesday night. Next Wednesday, Eastside Express will feature African students playing the drums
and provide snacks from other countries.
here,” she said.
Christa Sangster, a junior from
Chicago studying music, said she
thought these events were important
because she was not aware of all of
the different cultures represented on
campus and was sure other students

were in the same position.
“To see students come to SIU and
go back home without experiencing
different cultures and learning from
somebody else, I think it’s sort of like a
waste of their money,” she said.
Snacks were also provided to stu-

dents who wandered through the
exhibit.
The food was authentic not only
to Chinese culture but also to other
Asian and Indian cultures.
They included plantain chips, wasabi peas and chips, shrimp chips and

dried fish.
Feb. 20 and 27 will highlight
African culture with musical shows,
dancers and food.
Christian Holt can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 268 or cholt@siu.edu.
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W        

Senate votes ban CIA
waterboarding, other
harsh interrogations
WASHINGTON (AP) — Congress
on Wednesday moved to prohibit the
CIA from using waterboarding and other
harsh interrogation methods on terror
suspects, despite President Bush’s threat
to veto any measure that limits the agency’s interrogation techniques.
The prohibition was contained in
a bill authorizing intelligence activities
for the current year, which the Senate
approved on a 51-45 vote. It would
restrict the CIA to the 19 interrogation
techniques outlined in the Army field
manual. That manual prohibits waterboarding, a method that makes an interrogation subject feel he is drowning.
The House had approved the measure in December. Wednesday’s Senate
vote set up a confrontation with the
White House, where Bush has promised
to veto any bill that restricts CIA questioning.
Arguing for such restrictions, Senate
Intelligence Committee Chairman Jay
Rockefeller, D-W.Va., said the use of harsh
tactics would boomerang on the United
States.
“Retaliation is the way of the world.
What we do to others, they will do to
us — but worse,” Rockefeller said. “This
debate is about more than legality. It
is also about morality, the way we see
ourselves ... and what we represent to
the world.”

C

Junior high school
shooting victim dies
from shot in head
OXNARD, Calif. (AP) — Police say a
15-year-old boy who was shot in the
head at a junior high school in California
has died.
Oxnard
police
spokesman
David Keith says Lawrence King died
Wednesday at a hospital from his injuries.
Police say he was shot Tuesday by
another eighth-grader near the end of
first period in a computer lab.
The 14-year-old suspected shooter
was arrested shortly after the shooting.
Prosecutor Greg Totten says the boy
could face charges of murder and use of
a firearm in commission of murder.

N   Y  

Fossil of bat found
in Wyoming shows
evolution of flying
NEW YORK (AP) — A fossil found
in Wyoming has apparently resolved a
long-standing question about when bats
gained their radar-like ability to navigate
and locate airborne insects at night. The
answer: after they started flying.
The discovery revealed the most
primitive bat known, from a previously
unrecognized species that lived about
52 million years ago.
Its skeleton shows it could fly, but
that it lacked a series of bony features
associated with “echolocation,” the ability
to emit high-pitched sounds and then
hear them bounce back from objects
and prey, researchers said.
Until now, all the early known fossil
bats showed evidence of both flying
and echolocating, so they couldn’t reveal
which ability came first, said researcher
Nancy Simmons.
Her team’s research appears in
Thursday’s issue of the journal Nature.
Simmons chairs the vertebrate zoology division at the American Museum of
Natural History in New York.

I

Iraqi hospital
administrator
suspected of giving
information to
al-Qaida
B AG H DA D (AP) — The acting
administrator of a psychiatric hospital
in Baghdad has been detained on suspicion that he had a role in supplying
patient information to al-Qaida in Iraq,
the U.S. military said Wednesday.
Rear Adm. Gregory Smith, a military
spokesman, said U.S. and Iraqi forces
arrested the man in his office Sunday and
conducted a “thorough search” of the alRashad psychiatric hospital in Baghdad.
“Coalition forces detained a hospital
administrator in connection with the possible exploitation of mentally impaired
women by al-Qaida,” Smith said.

News

Bomb kills man accused of Sept. 11 attacks
Zeina Karam
ASSOCIATED PRESS

DA M A S C U S, S y r i a
—
One of the world’s most wanted and
elusive terrorists, Imad Mughniyeh,
was killed in a car bombing in Syria
nearly 15 years after dropping from
sight. The one-time Hezbollah security chief was the suspected mastermind of attacks that killed hundreds
of Americans in Lebanon and of the
brutal kidnappings of Westerners.
The Lebanese Shiite militant
group Hezbollah and its top ally,
Iran, blamed Israel on Wednesday
for the assassination. Israel denied
any involvement, but officials made
no effort to conceal their approval of
his death.
Mughniyeh was also on the FBI’s
list of most wanted terrorists, and the
U.S. State Department had offered
a $5 million reward for information

leading to his arrest or conviction. He al-Libi, a senior al-Qaida leader, was
was indicted in the U.S. for his role killed in Pakistan in late January by a
in planning the 1985 hijacking of a missile fired from a U.S. drone. This
TWA airliner in which a U.S. Navy week, Pakistani security forces critically wounded and captured Mansour
diver was killed.
The United States welcomed Dadullah, a top Taliban figure, in
a firefight near the
Mughniyeh’s death.
“The world is a betAfghan border.
ter place without this man
But Mughniyeh,
he world is a
a Shiite Muslim not
in it,” State Department
better place
spokesman
Sean
known to be conMcCormack said. “One
without this man nected to the Sunni
way or the other, he was
al-Qaida or Taliban,
in it.
harkened back to an
brought to justice.”
—Sean McCormack
The hijacking was the
State Department earlier era of terror.
spokesman A secretive, underonly attack on Americans
for which Mughniyeh was
ground operator
charged, but he carried out or directed whose name was not even known for
a series of terrorist spectaculars aimed years, he was one of the first to turn
at the United States and Jewish tar- Islamic militancy’s weapons against
the United States in the 1980s.
gets.
Mughniyeh’s death was the latest
Mughniyeh emerged during the
in a series of blows to major terror turmoil of Lebanon’s 1975-1990 civil
figures in recent weeks. Abu Laith war, rising to become Hezbollah’s

‘‘T

security chief, and the dramatic suicide bombings he is accused of engineering in Beirut were some of the
deadliest against Americans until alQaida’s Sept. 11, 2001 attacks.
He vanished in the early 1990s,
reportedly undergoing plastic surgery and moving between Lebanon,
Syria and Iran on fake passports. But
Western intelligence agencies believe
he then took his terror attacks abroad,
hitting Jewish and Israeli interests in
Argentina, among other places.
One Western official, speaking on
condition of anonymity to discuss
intelligence matters, said Wednesday
that Mughniyeh was linked to the
1996 bombing of the Khobar Towers
in Saudi Arabia, an attack which killed
19 Americans.
Mughniyeh continued to head
external operations for Hezbollah and
was “very active and very dangerous,”
the official said.

Clemens takes his lumps on Capitol Hill
Ronald Blum
ASSOCAITED PRESS

WA S H I N G T O N
—
Separated by only a few feet, Roger
Clemens and his accuser were never
further apart.
There they sat, the star pitcher
and his former personal trainer, Brian
McNamee, sharing a wooden witness table Wednesday while speaking
to Congress under oath and facing
blistering questions. For 4.5 hours,
both men stuck to their versions of
the he-said, he-said disagreement over
whether McNamee injected Clemens
with steroids and human growth hormone.
Clemens insisted it never happened. McNamee insisted it did.
His reputation and Hall of Fame
candidacy potentially at stake — not
to mention the possibility of criminal
charges, should he lie — Clemens said:
“I have never taken steroids or HGH.
No matter what we discuss here today,
I am never going to have my name
restored.”
For some members of the House
C HUCK KENNEDY ~ M C C LATCHY TRIBUNE
Committee on Oversight and
Former
New
York
Yankees
pitcher
Roger
Clemens
testifies
before
the
House
Oversight and Government
Government Reform, Clemens’ deniHill
in
Washington,
Wednesday,
about
the
illegal
use of steroids and other
Reform
Committee
on
Capitol
als rang hollow, particularly in light
of a new account of his discussion of performance-enhancing drugs in baseball. Behind Clemens is his wife, Debbie.
HGH use, revealed by his friend and
former teammate Andy Pettitte in a
Clemens and McNamee, once who helped compile the report on earned 354 major league wins, seven
employer and employee, and by all drug use in baseball headed by for- Cy Young Awards and $160 million
sworn affidavit.
“It’s hard to believe you, sir,” Rep. accounts once good friends, rare- mer Senate majority leader George — to jab a finger in McNamee’s direcElijah Cummings, D-Md., told ly looked at one another. Seated Mitchell.
tion. Even when the pitcher gestured,
Clemens. “I hate to say that. You’re one between them was the day’s third
Occasionally, Clemens stuck out though, he stared straight ahead. Just
of my heroes. But it’s hard to believe.” witness, Charles Scheeler, a lawyer his famous right arm — the one that like the Rocket’s mound glare.

Tax rebate checks to be mailed by spring
Jeannine Aversa
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WA S H I N GT O N — The
checks aren’t in the mail, but they will
be soon.
President Bush signed legislation
Wednesday to rush rebates ranging
from $300 to $1,200 to millions of
people, the centerpiece of government
efforts to brace the wobbly economy.
First, though, you must file your 2007
tax return.
More than 130 million people
are expected to get the rebates, starting around May. Congress, Bush, the
Federal Reserve and Wall Street are
hoping the money will burn such
a hole in people’s pockets that they
won’t be able to resist spending it. And
the spending is supposed to give an
energizing jolt to a national economy
that is in danger of toppling into a
recession if it hasn’t already.
Whether people actually spend the
money remains to be seen. A recent
Associated Press-Ipsos poll indicates most people have other plans.

Forty-five percent said they planned
to pay off bills, while 32 percent said
they would save or invest it. Only 19
percent said they would spend their
rebates.
The measure Bush signed — a
$168 billion rescue package passed
with lightning speed by Congress last
week — includes not only rebates
for individuals but also tax breaks
for businesses to spur investment in
new plants and equipment. That, too,
would help bolster U.S. economic
activity. The package also contains
provisions aimed at helping struggling
homeowners clobbered by the housing collapse and the credit crunch
refinance into more affordable mortgages.
The emergency plan marked a rare
moment of cooperation among political rivals fearful that an ailing economy during an election year would
invite voter retaliation.
Bush, who called the measure “a
booster shot for our economy,” praised
the bipartisan cooperation. “We have
come together on a single mission

— and that is to put the people’s
interests first,” he said.
Who gets a rebate? Most people
who pay taxes or earn at least $3,000,
including through Social Security or
veterans’ disability benefits. Singles
making more than $75,000 and couples with income topping $150,000,
however, will get smaller checks,
up to the top limits for any rebate:
incomes of $87,000 for individuals
and $174,000 for couples.
To get any rebate, you must file a
2007 tax return and have a valid Social
Security number. If you already filed
your 2007 return, the IRS says you
don’t need to do anything extra.
Most taxpayers will receive a check
of up to $600 for individuals and
$1,200 for couples, with an additional
$300 for each child.
People earning too little to pay
taxes but at least $3,000 — including
elderly people whose only income is
from Social Security and veterans who
live on disability payments — will get
$300 if single, or $600 if a couple.
The IRS will send out rebates

— by mail or by direct deposit into
your bank account — through the late
spring and the summer. The rebates
come in addition to any regular tax
refund.
To pay for the rebates — which are
estimated to cost about $117 billion
over the next two years — the government will have to borrow more money,
enlarging the budget deficit.
The Bush administration and
some private economists are hopeful
the rebates, tax breaks and aggressive
interest rate reductions by the Federal
Reserve will help the country narrowly
dodge a recession. An increasing number of economists, however, believe the
country has already fallen into its first
recession since 2001, and they are
simply hopeful the rescue package
will limit the damage. Most people
— 61 percent — say the economy is
now in a recession, according to the
AP-Ipsos poll.
“I do think this will give the economy a shot of adrenaline,” said Stuart
Hoffman, chief economist at PNC
Financial Services Group.
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Transition services offered to veterans

Veterans and military
officers join for luncheon
Madeleine Leroux
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Veterans new and old were given the chance
to meet and help each other make the transition to college life.
Disability Support Services hosted a
Veteran’s Luncheon Wednesday morning
in the Old Main restaurant in the Student
Center. Kathleen Plesko, director of Disability
Support Services, said the purpose of the
luncheon was to welcome veterans to the university and inform them of the services offered
through DSS.
“We’re trying to help them find each other,”
Plesko said.
DSS offers a transition program for veterans with service-related injuries, said Rita
Van Pelt, DSS coordinator. The grant-funded
program matches veterans new to the campus
with a veteran who has been successful at
SIUC.
“(The luncheon) is to get the word out there
and explain what we’re doing,” Van Pelt said.
Van Pelt said she often heard the same
stories from veterans about the often-confusing transition from the military to SIUC. The
program is set up to help disabled veterans, she
said, but DSS is finding that veterans without
disabilities are having the same troubles.
Rob Havers agrees.
Havers, a junior from Vienna studying
business management, was in the U.S. Air
Force from 2002 to 2005 and said the transition can be difficult for any military veteran.
“It’s a culture shock,” Havers said. “The
structure is different.”
Previously unaware of the programs offered
through DSS for veterans, Havers said he likes
that SIUC is starting a program to help veterans and is willing to be a mentor for veterans
new to the campus.
The luncheon was open to veterans, students and people with military affiliations, Van

R YAN R ENDLEMAN ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Maj. Jeremiah Aeshleman, an Army ROTC enrollment officer who spent a year on tour in Iraq, right, eats with other ROTC members at
the Veterans Luncheon Wednesday in the Old Main restaurant of the Student Center. The luncheon’s goal was to forge relationships between
older veterans and those recently returning from duty.

Pelt said, but university officials were also in
attendance to show their support for veterans.
Chancellor Fernando Treviño said he served
in the U.S. Army and the transition program
offered through DSS is a terrific opportunity.
It is a great idea and a great program, he said,
especially when so many students have been
affected by the war in Iraq.
“It’s touched a lot of lives,” Treviño said. “If
nothing else, you see it on TV all the time.”
Jon Davey, associate professor in the school

of architecture, is a U.S. Army veteran from the
Vietnam War era. Vietnam War veterans were
underappreciated, Davey said, and this is an
opportunity to show gratitude to the troops.
Lt. Col. Gary Hilmes, director of Army
ROTC, attended the luncheon with three military officers who served in Iraq. Hilmes said
the luncheon shows the university’s dedication
to veterans. The services offered to veterans are
not advertised much in ROTC, Hilmes said,
because the primary concern is attracting new

recruits to the military.
Maj. Jeremiah Aeshleman, ROTC enrollment officer, said it is important to have someone who has gone through the transition from
military to college life to help those who are
new to SIUC.
“It’s very daunting to come back,”
Aeshleman said.
Madeleine Leroux can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 270 or mleroux@siu.edu.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Coming in
from the
cold

Poshard, university
irresponsible
D E:
I’d really like to know who makes the decisions regarding the closure of campus.
As I arrived at school early Wednesday, I
was greeted by the ominous sounds of twisting,
creaking tree limbs — many were already on the
ground.
The parking deck east of Faner was half
closed.
The steps leading into Parkinson were
armored in ice.
Everyone I spoke to fell at least once.

Did someone try to
use a Zamboni?
D E:
I would like to recommend a change of the
SIU motto to “Excellence in Incompetence.”
I understand that the people who run this
university consider themselves Southerners and
as such are unaccustomed to strange things like
snow and ice, but this is still Illinois and the state’s
location means it is still subject to freezing, winter
weather.
By no means did I expect the crews removing
snow and ice on Monday to have everything clear
by Tuesday morning, but the frozen tire ruts on
roads and parking lots around campus suggest that
instead of using Tuesday’s closure to their advan-

Too many people
can’t manage
D E:
I think Glenn Poshard and SIU need to
think a little more before they open a campus
that is clearly not ready to do so.
I understand closing campus is a big deal,
and that it doesn’t happen often, but considering
the circumstances and the fact that the quality
of roads and sidewalks is marginal at best, this
campus would have faired better to stay closed.
I myself live off campus in Murphysboro
on an unplowed road. I spent over an hour just
getting off my street to a plowed roadway. To
get out of my driveway, I had to wedge my floor
mats under my tires to get traction.

Editor’s Note: The past two days have tested the
will of the people of southern Illinois. The DAILY
EGYPTIAN has witnessed countless displays of help
and hospitality as the ice storm has left thousands
without power and transportation.
From Cape Girardeau, Mo., to Evansville, Ind.,
schools, businesses and a number of public offices

Students who had to walk near or through
Thompson woods during the course of their
trek to class took their health in their own
hands.
Opening campus Wednesday was negligent
and lacked any common sense. Hopefully
nobody has been injured, but if they have I
wouldn’t be the least bit surprised to see lawsuits
start cropping up. To spell it out to the administration, heavily laden tree limbs + gravity = possible injuries. Or should I write it in crayon?
Mr. Poshard, you do remember the name
Jane Byrne, right?

Michael Marsh

graduate student studying geology

tage the university surrendered to the weather.
I can see that there were still cars abandoned
in the lots from Monday, but that doesn’t excuse
leaving the remainder of the lot unplowed and
worse, unsalted. The randomness of walkway
clearings on campus is even worse, with some
areas looking more like they were attended to by a
Zamboni instead of a plow.
Having worked for an ice-control company,
I know there are limits to the power of salt with
regards to temperature, but I know that during the
day on Tuesday the temperature was sufficiently
high to allow salting and plowing to have made
some removal possible.
All I can hope for is that the number of falling
injuries and resulting lawsuits is low enough for
my fees to not increase further.

Adam J. Mikolajczyk

senior studying plant biology and zoology

Then, when I arrived on campus, I found
road conditions were in dire need of help. The
parking lot by the Engineering building was just
beginning to be cleaned, and the sidewalks were
not even touched.
I dealt with the situation and made it class.
But what about those who are not as lucky,
because luck is the only reason I made it, and
couldn’t even get to campus?
Not to mention students with limited mobility and handicapped students didn’t even have
a chance. It’s not fair to those who can’t make it
and will possibly be penalized for not attending
class.
Glenn Poshard should have made a few
more considerations before he declared campus
would be open.

Brandon Banbury

senior studying mechanical engineering

MISSION STATEMENT
The DAILY EGYPTIAN, the student-run newspaper of Southern Illinois University
Carbondale, is committed to being a trusted source of news, information, commentary
and public discourse, while helping readers understand the issues affecting their lives.

closed Wednesday to continue to work on a fix —
but more importantly, to avoid unnecessary travel.
Except us, Southern Illinois University
Carbondale.
Check back tomorrow for our word on the
matter.
For now, the letters speak for themselves.

Here’s to trying to
make a buck
D E:
I was appalled by the condition of the
university’s sidewalks and walkways today.
While I understand how hard it must be for
the university’s groundskeepers to maintain clear
walkways after an ice storm, I am more upset
that the university felt that the poor job done was
adequate. Today’s opening of campus felt more like
a blatant attempt to make money than caring if it
was safe enough for students to attend classes.
When the university closes, it loses tons of
money.
They lose all the business generated from
students buying meals in the Student Center,
as well the food stands in the Communications
building and Wham.
Campus police cannot give parking tickets.
The university loses money left and right.
Campus police even felt it was too dangerous
for them to patrol campus. Allison Petty reported
today:
“Todd Sigler, director of the SIUC Police
Department, said no accidents had been reported
on campus. He said officers responded to calls, but

Maneuvering ice blocks
not ideal
D E:
It’s great that the university could be open on
Wednesday ... oh wait, the sidewalks aren’t clear.
Walking completely across campus today to
get to my first class, I caught myself from slipping numerous times. For anyone who had classes
in Pulliam, I hope they made it. The stairs were
a complete block of ice. The only way I could get
down them was to slide down.

Open campus
is irresponsible
D E:
Although I’m glad that classes were canceled
Tuesday, it seems like the administration was
being a bit irresponsible in opening the campus on
Wednesday.
On my way to class this morning, I almost
slipped and fell so many times on a thick sheet of
ice that covers all of the sidewalks and parking lots.

would not patrol the campus until road conditions
improved. ‘We try not to become part of the
problem by getting ourselves stuck or having our
own accidents,’ Sigler said.”
When the SIUC Police Department doesn’t
feel safe enough to drive on the roads, isn’t that
saying something? Most of the sidewalks on
campus were blankets of ice while others were
slushy sleet pockmarked with sharp chunks of ice.
Instead of seeing salt down on the sidewalks,
students had to trudge through what appeared to
be a dirt/asphalt combo that looked haphazardly
thrown down.
What are students in wheelchairs or those on
crutches supposed to do? There was not a smooth
walking surface in sight.
Did university officials even consider this before
making the decision to open on Wednesday?
I’d love to see Poshard or Treviño try to “iceskate” through these sidewalks like the rest of the
students and faculty on campus.
Let’s call today for what it was: The university
looking to make a buck, and not caring about our
safety in the process.

Meredith Kelleher

junior studying public relations

I don’t know about everyone else, but I’m curious whose genius idea it was to open a campus that
obviously wasn’t ready for students to be trekking
across.
Kudos to the grounds guys. I saw them working
yesterday and that’s a lot of ice to try to clear.
For the people who decided campus should be
open, one question: Did you have to walk across
this campus today?
Maybe you should try it out before sending the
students on a slippery slope.

Amanda Peters

senior studying German studies

Sure, the main roads are plowed, so I understand
why the administration would think they could
open the campus.
But I’m willing to bet they don’t live on one
of the many roads that were not plowed, and they
don’t have to walk all over campus over slippery ice.
The truth is it’s not very safe to require students to
come to school when simply walking to their classes
can be a safety hazard.

Allison Schoenbacher

junior studying radio-television

QUOTE OF THE DAY

I have helped taint a national pastime. I am not proud of what I’ve
“done,
and I am not proud to testify against a man I once so admired.
”

Brian McNamee
Roger Clemen’s former trainer
testifying at a Congressional hearing on whether Clemens took steriods
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A message from the Voices desk

ABOUT US
The D AILY E GYPTIAN is
published by the students of Southern
Illinois University at Carbondale, with
fall and spring circulations of 20,000.
Free copies are distributed on campus
and in the Carbondale, Murphysboro
and Carterville communities.

As some might already have gathered, technology has not been on our side lately. The Voices e-mail, voices@siude.com, has officially gone kaput.

We have not received any of the surely numerous letters, submissions and other messages for about a week.
For this we apologize and bring you a NEW e-mail address that will hopefully never let us down again:

voicesdesk@gmail.com
We hope to hear from you soon.
We’ve been lonely.

THE DUKE REPORT

Valentine’s Day commandments
ANDREW O’CONNOR
andrewoc@siu.edu

Thou shalt not purchase
Hallmark.
The biggest problem with
Valentine’s Day is its inherent
commercialization. In fairness, the
modern incarnation of Valentine’s
Day has always been a for-profit
scam, but it exists today as such
only because we buy (into) it.
It is common for cultures to
have traditions and holidays like
Valentine’s Day. A day for people
to share their romantic love is great
(in theory).
However, the commercially
expected mandates of Valentine’s
Day make the day less than
genuine. Our Valentine’s Day
seems more forced than the new
Russian equivalent, Conception
Day, wherein people are given a
holiday from work, a government

issue “love kit” and a chance at
winning a prize if you have a child
exactly nine months from that day.
So, rather than buy your
significant other a 4-foot teddy
bear or $10 impersonal mp3
greeting card, do something
authentic like cooking dinner or
writing them a letter.
Thou shalt not purchase roses.
This is for the guys. Look, I
know women like flowers. Why? I
don’t know.
I guess for the same reason they
like shoes and Project Runway. But
roses on Valentine’s Day are just
so incredibly lame and predictably
cheesy. Just give it two weeks
and they will wither and die like,
apparently, your sense of creativity
and spontaneity did years ago.
Whatever you do, if you do
decide to throw on the cheese and
get roses, do not buy just one. It
makes you look like a tool.
That is, unless it is made of
chocolate.
Then I suppose it’s forgivably

delicious.
Thou shalt do something
special for thy loved one more
than once a year.
If you do special things for your
partner only on days of obligation
(Valentine’s Day, birthdays,
anniversaries), your relationship
(or more likely you) needs to go.
When you care about someone,
you do special things for him
or her because you want to, not
because you have to.
Showing someone you love
them is not supposed to be a chore.
In a week or two, take your partner
out on a date just because it’s
Tuesday. Or better yet, buy “Across
the Universe,” the most surefire
date movie of the past 10 years.
The more spontaneous the sign
of affection, the more exciting and
worthwhile it will be.
Thou shalt call all of those you
love.
If there is going to be a day
for love, why not go ahead and
go all out? Give your friends

Sponge Bob Valentines; pass out
those crappy chalk hearts to your
neighbors. And tell your family
you love them. Mom, family, I love
you.
Thou shalt go to the bar if
thou art single.
If this Valentine’s Day you find
yourself alone, don’t fret. There
are many folks just like you. I
challenge you to name a better day
for meeting people than Valentine’s
Day.
Everyone there will be just as
anxious and hopeful as you are.
It’s easier than shooting fish in a
barrel.
And more fun, too.
Thou shalt only need love.
The Beatles once said, “All you
need is Love.”
At the end of the day, I figure
that’s the only commandment
worth following.
Happy Valentine’s Day, Megan.
O’Connor is a junior studying
political science.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
What wonderful priorities
DEAR EDITOR:
President Poshard,
As a student studying Public Administration, I
would like to thank you for increasing the value of
my degree by demonstrating that the SIUC administration believes it is more important to keep the
school open than to protect the safety and wellbeing of students and staff.
Furthermore, I commend you for recognizing that the priority of the university should be
cleaning the area around the arena to ensure the
basketball game isn’t canceled, and not cleaning the
parking lots and sidewalks that students and faculty
must use.
You should be ashamed of yourself. Yesterday,
before 4 p.m., you decided the university would be

open the following day.
Are you clairvoyant?
Did you miraculously see that four inches of
solid ice would be gone by morning?
Did it ever occur to you that thousands of students and staff must drive to get to campus?
Or that thousands more, including those with
disabilities, must get around campus?
I hope the basketball game goes well and that
you enjoy the game. Meanwhile, the rest of us will
simply be thankful that we made it through the day
without serious injury.
And I sincerely hope that we all have made it
unscathed despite your best efforts to the contrary.
But don’t despair, President Poshard, the winter
isn’t over.
You may yet have another chance to needlessly
endanger us all.

Martin Dubbs

graduate student studying public administration

Classes resuming Wednesday
DEAR EDITOR:
Nice thinking resuming classes Wednesday.
I almost killed myself walking to class.
Thanks for having all the sidewalks cleared and salted. You did a
very good job.

Lou Keeley

senior studying zoology

SIU should have been closed
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DEAR EDITOR:
Today I got up bright and early. I got online, checked my
e-mail and saw that there were going to be classes held today.
Coming from the Chicago area, I usually laugh when I
see schools and businesses in southern Illinois closing down
because of a few inches of snow. This wasn’t a few inches of
snow — this was several inches of ice.
When I pulled into the Lawson parking lot, I noticed lots
of students accidentally playing bumper cars as they were trying
to park. Not that it was entirely their fault. They were trying to
park on a solid sheet of ice. When they would pull into a space,
some would bump the parked car across from them.
I hesitantly parked, wondering if my car was going to
be one the cars bumped. As I walked to my first class at the
Northwest Annex, I watched several people slip and fall and
lots of others having close calls. I myself had several moments I
almost took a spill, so I couldn’t laugh too much.
Upon walking up to the Northwest Annex, I noticed the
stairs and the rail were solid ice several inches thick. As the day
went on and I walked to other classes throughout campus, I
saw the same thing everywhere: solid ice.
The street had ice on it, the parking lots were sheets of ice
and the walkways were solid ice. One thing became crystal
clear to me today.
If the SIU administration is going to have the school
open the day after an ice storm despite the fact that the public
schools and junior colleges are closed, fine. But at least make it
possible to navigate throughout the school safely.
Hopefully the day will come when SIU gets decision
makers who are competent. I don’t think the university’s image
would be tarnished because school officials decided to close
down campus after a major ice storm until they could make it
safe to travel around on.
The staff and students’ safety should be the No. 1 priority.

Mike Magnus

• Phone number required to verify authorship (number
will not be published). STUDENTS must include year and
major. FACULTY must include rank and department.
NON-ACADEMIC STAFF include position and department.
OTHERS include hometown.

REACHING US
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senior studying university studies

• Letters and guest columns must be submitted
with author’s contact information, preferably via
e-mail. All letters are limited to 300 words and
columns to 500 words. All topics are acceptable.
All submissions are subject to editing.
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Spill shuts down Lindegren

S TEPHEN R ICKERL ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Carbondale firefighters Dallas Meyer, left, and Jimmy Johnson respond to a chemical spill in
Lindegren Hall Wednesday. Sodium hydrosulfite was spilled in the basement, causing the building to
close until 6:10 p.m.

Flammable chemical knocked over in basement laboratory
Barton Lorimor
DAILY EGYPTIAN

For the second time in a month,
one of SIUC’s life science buildings was evacuated for a chemical
spill.
Emergency teams responded to
the 4:45 p.m. call of a chemical
spill in a basement laboratory of
Lindegren Hall Wednesday. Stacey
Taft, a graduate student from
Carbondale studying microbiology,
said she was finishing the organization of a cabinet for flammable
substances when she accidentally
knocked over a glass container
with 250 grams of sodium hydrosulfite inside.
University spokesman Rod
Sievers said the building was
reopened at 6:10 p.m., and could not
tell how many people were inside the
building at the time of the spill.
Sievers said campus police officers did a search inside the building
to make sure everyone had evacuated
when they arrived. Emergency teams

adopted the procedure after a larger scopic, which is a flammable subincident in Life Science II on Jan.18 stance if it comes in contact with
when a group of students ignored the water. As she reported the incident
building’s fire alarms after 2 gallons of via telephone, a representative from
chemicals were spilled in a first-floor the center advised Taft to pull the fire
laboratory.
alarm because of the chemical’s toxic
“It was a lesson learned from Life fumes.
Firefighters arrived at 5:15 p.m.
Science II,” Sievers said.
Taft said
and referred to their
she poured a
quick response
guides to handle
sawdust mix’m not going back in.
ture on top of
the
specific sub— Stacey Taft
the spill, which
graduate student from Carbondale stance. The guide
studying microbiology informs response
was nearly six
inches wide.
teams of a chemical’s properties, and
The mixture,
which absorbs the chemical and the best way it should be contained.
fumes, is included in chemical spill
As she stood outside the building,
kits placed in each of the building’s a calm but embarrassed Taft said the
laboratories.
firefighters were understanding of the
Gareth McGee, a senior from situation and were not accusing.
“I’m not going back in,” Taft said,
South Africa studying microbiology,
said he was in the room with Taft who was about to leave the building
when she quickly told him to get out. for dinner just before the incident.
He said Taft was calling the university’s Center for Environmental Heath
Barton Lorimor can be reached at
and Safety as he was leaving.
536-3311 ext. 274 or
Taft said the chemical is hydrobarton.lorimor@siude.com.
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Injured student ‘humbled’ by support
Recovery fund
created to help
SIUC researcher
Maria Capati
DAILY EGYPTIAN

After a car accident left her
paralyzed from the waist down, an
SIUC researcher said she has been
blessed by an outpouring of love
from the Carbondale community.
Stella Iwuagwu, a 38-year-old
doctoral student studying health
education, was conducting research
in her native Nigeria in September
when a devastating accident cut
her stay short. After hearing of
the struggle, several local offices
started the Stella Recovery Fund
in hope of deferring medical and
rehabilitation costs.
Iwuagwu, a mother of two, said
she has had difficulty paying the
bills related to her injuries.
But the fund, started by
Lutheran Social Services of
Illinois and the Fellowship Office
of the Graduate School at the
university, should help with necessary medical expenses, modifications to her hom and specialized
equipment, including a modified
car that would allow Iwuagwu to
drive with hand controls.
Although she is going through
medical and financial difficulties,
Iwuagwu said she is taking life where she spent two months in
one day at a time. She said she is intensive rehabilitation therapy
motivated and determined to con- at the St. Louis Rehabilitation
tinue her physical therapy. She Institute.
Since returning to Carbondale,
hopes to someday walk again and
she has had to adjust to the physiprovide for her children.
“Tragedy
will
happen,” cal limitations in her everyday
Iwuagwu said. “But it is humbling life.
to ask for help and
Vo l u n t e e r s
have gathered to
get help.”
Iwuagwu
was
build a ramp for
ragedy will
conducting research
Iwuagwu’s home
happen. But it is so she can more
on her doctoral theeasily enter in her
sis, which studies the
humbling to ask for wheelchair,
sexual and reprosaid
help and get help.
ductive decisions
John
Holmes,
— Stella Iwuagwu director
and experiences of
of
doctoral student from Nigeria
women living with
Building
Homes:
studying health eduation
Rebuilding
HIV and AIDS,
when the car acciLives a project
dent occurred. She spent five days of Lutheran Social Services of
in Nigeria before she was airlifted Illinois.
to Ghana, where she underwent
Holmes said he contacted the
a back operation. Iwuagwu spent graduate school when he heard
four weeks in Ghana and was then Iwuagwu’s situation.
brought back to the United States,
“I knew about Stella’s story

‘‘T

from the start and just wanted to
help in any way I can,” Holmes
said.
Holmes said a fundraiser for
Iwuagwu would be scheduled for
the spring.
Pat McNeil, assistant dean and
administrator of the underserved
fellowship office of the graduate
school, said Iwuagwu is an outstanding woman who has been
there for others and now needs
help from the school and community. McNeil said the fellowship program is a family unit and
believes in sharing and helping
those in need.
Those interested can send donations to The Bank of Carbondale,
Holmes said. A collection box will
be available in Woody Hall B128,
until Feb. 28.

ABOVE: Stella Iwuagwu,
right, a doctoral student
from Nigeria studying
health education, bows her
head in frustration after
an attempt to stand during
an exercise routine with
her physical trainer Chelsea
Bradley with Adaptive
and Inclusive Recreation
at the Recreation Center
Wednesday afternoon.
Iwuagwu was involved in a
car accident in September
that left her partially
paralyzed.
LEFT: Iwuagwu attempts
to lift her arm while sitting
in her wheelchair during
a rehabilitative workout
at the Recreation Center
Wednesday afternoon. The
Stella Recovery Fund was
started to help Iwuagwu
with medical expenses.

Maria Capati can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 254 or mariac@siu.edu.

D U VALE R ILEY
D AILY E GYPTIAN

Students to help in Hurricane Katrina relief
Habitat for
Humanity plans
spring break trip
to Alabama
Cristian Stelle
DAILY EGYPTIAN

A group of 18 SIUC students
opted to pass on beaches and brew
in favor of bricks and two-by-fours
for their spring break activities this
year.
The group, a pseudo-independent chapter of Habitat for
Humanity through the Newman
Catholic Student Center, hopes
to raise money for a trip to
Mobile, Ala., to help build houses for still-recovering Hurricane
Katrina victims and other homeless people.
Corinne Schaidle, a junior from
Metamora studying plant and soil
science, said she got involved with
the group because it seemed like a

unique opportunity to help others.
“(Building houses) is a widespread cause that people overlook
sometimes,” Schaidle said.
Each of the students has to pay
a site fee of $125 to the Mobile
affiliate of Habitat for Humanity
to pay for supplies and equipment
to build the houses.
To raise money for the trip, the
group has held fundraisers, one of
which took place 9 a.m. Saturday
at Wal-Mart.
Jeff Jenkins, interim director
for the Newman Catholic Student
Center, said the group chose WalMart to ask for money because it is
a high-traffic area.
“(You) see people from all over
the community there,” he said.
For every dollar someone
donated to the group at Wal-Mart,
members stacked a paper brick on
top of a box symbolizing a step
toward the building of a house,
Jenkins said.
The group raised roughly $750
from the fundraiser, which brought
the group close to its goal, Jenkins

Corinne Schaidley, a
junior from Metamora
studying plant and
soil science, looks
toward the Carbondale
Wal-Mart parking lot
for potential donators
to the Habitat for
Humanity Alternative
Spring Break Collegiate
Challenge trip. On
Saturday, donators could
purchase paper bricks
symbolizing home
contruction to help
send 18 SIU students to
Mobile, Ala.
E MILY S UNBLADE
D AILY E GYPTIAN

said. He said the members will
also use an anonymous donation
of $500 to the Newman Catholic
Student Center and a leftover
$200 from last year’s group toward
expenses.
Jenkins said all the money raised
would go toward transportation

and food for the students.
The trip over spring break is
considered a “collegiate challenge”
program for Habitat for Humanity,
which means it is “challenging you
to make a difference,” rather than
using spring break to hang out with
friends, Schaidle said.

She said it is the right choice for
her spring break.
“(Habitat has) always been
something I wanted to do,” Schaidle
said.
Cristian Stelle can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 254 or cstelle@siu.edu.
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RIGHT: Professional
bull rider and SIUC
alumnus Steve Koelm
holds on to the rope
seconds before his
turn to ride. After the
bull fighters swing the
gate open, Koelm will
have eight seconds
to hold on before his
score counts.
BELOW: Bulls wait
in the cage where
Koelm and other riders
hang their equipment.
Despite the ferocity of
the sport, the bulls are
not hurt, and unlike
other cattle, they get
to live full lives.
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ABOVE: Koelm sits on top of the bulls’ cage to watch the other riders perform in the Southern
Stampede at the Du Quoin State Fairgrounds. As marketing director for the Professional Bull
Riders, Koelm said he plans to stay in the sport as long as possible.
LEFT: File (left) helps tape Koelm’s gloves to his hand. The force of the bull can dislodge a
rider’s hand and cause him to fall off. The tape keeps the glove attached to the hand, while a
special resin keeps the glove sticky so a rider does not lose hold of the rope.

SIUC alumnus Steve Koelm is ...

ABOVE CENTER: Koelm (right) talks with his longtime friend and girlfriend’s father Maurice File before the competition. File said he used to fight bulls and has known Koelm and
his older brother since the two were children. Koelm said it was a pleasant surprise to see File at the rodeo because they have not been to one together in more than a decade.
ABOVE RIGHT: Koelm puts on his riding boots before the competition. The spurs, with his initials on them, were ‘one of the best Christmas presents’ he had ever received, he said.
They were made by File.

Story and photos by Brandon Chapple

W

full eight seconds for the score to
hen professional bull
count.
rider and SIUC alum“My bull used to be good,”
nus Steve Koelm rode
Koelm said, referring to the score
his first bull at the tender age of
of 74 he received in Saturday’s
11, he knew he would be in the
competition.
arena the rest of his life.
Today’s bulls, like any other
“It’s like an addiction,” Koelm
competitive animal, are specifically
said.
Eighteen years later, Koelm still bred to be mean during competirides professionally. Last weekend, tion. However, most of the animals are completely docile outside
he came out from his hometown
the arena.
of Altamont to the Southern
Koelm, who has spent some
Stampede at the Du Quoin State
time buying and trading a few
Fairgrounds to compete in what
bulls, said they know
the rodeo world has
their job during a comdubbed “the world’s
petition, and once the
first extreme sport.”
’ve been
rodeo is over, anyone
Koelm knows the
knocked
could walk right up to
extremes of the sport
out almost
one.
firsthand. In his career,
“I also want people
he’s suffered from
every year I’ve
to
know
that these
myriad injuries includcompeted.
animals are treated like
ing broken arms, ribs,
— Steve Koelm
SIUC alumnus,
royalty,” he said.
and noses and a puncprofessional bull rider and
marketing director for the
Koelm said rodeo
tured liver that almost
Professional Bull Riders
bulls are the only type of
killed him.
cattle that get to live full lives.
“I’ve been knocked out almost
Although his days of trading
every year I’ve competed,” he said.
animals are over, Koelm plans
Despite the numerous hospital
to stay in the sport as long as
trips, Koelm still rides and said
possible. When he is not riding,
what attracts him to the rodeo is
Koelm uses his degree from SIUC
how his score is not determined
as the marketing director for the
by a team effort.
Professional Bull Riders.
“I know who to blame when I
For Koelm, whose family and
have a bad ride,” he said.
friends all grew up around the
Scores in bull riding are based
on two criteria: how fierce the bull sport, bull riding is more than just
the weekend entertainment.
performs and how well the rider
Maurice File, his longtime
can control the bull. Two judges
friend and girlfriend’s father, was
give up to 25 points for each
one of those who came out from
criteria for a total of 100 points,
Alton to cheer him on in the
and a rider must stay on for the

‘‘I

Koelm anxiously waits for his turn to ride. Koelm has been riding competitively since age 11.

Koelm rides a bull during the Southern Stampede in the Du Quoin State Fairgrounds. Points are given
on both the bull’s performance and the rider’s performance. Koelm received a 74 for this ride, which was not
enough to qualify for the final round.

competition.
File used to fight bulls, which
requires getting the bulls to return
to their pen after the rider has
dislodged.
While holding one of the most

dangerous jobs in the arena, File
said he has known Koelm and his
brother since the two were children.
With family and longtime
friends involved heavily in the

sport, bull riding is not just a job
for Koelm.
“It’s a lifestyle,” he said.
Brandon Chapple can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 254 or bchappl2@siu.edu.
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In the event of Kill’s leaving
because of the university’s breach
of contract, SIUC was required to
pay Kill the rest of the salary he
would have earned as liquidated
damages.
Athletic Director Mario Moccia
said the university included a buyout
in Kill’s contract because there are
costs associated with filling a head
coaching spot on short notice. The
cost of performing a search for
a new coach and then quickly
moving that coach and his nine
assistants to Carbondale can be
expensive, he said.
When Kill left for NIU he
brought nine assistants with him
and Moccia said new head coach
Dale Lennon also brought nine
assistants.
“You’re recruiting them deep
into recruiting season,” Moccia
said. “There’s a lot of stuff that has
to happen fast.”
The suit also claims the
university has refused to pay Kill
for 25 paid vacation days he said he
took after he accepted the position
at NIU Dec. 13.

CONDITIONS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

1

Wednesday and Thursday, Sievers
said many university students who
lived on campus would be able to
make it to class.
According to a housing report
issued Monday, around 4,600 of the
19,789 students enrolled at SIUC
live on campus.
“This is a four-year university, a
major research institution. It’s not
high school. It’s not a community
college,” Sievers said. “I think there’s
a higher level of commitment
expected on the part of everyone

Nelson said Jerry Kill
the university
disputed Kill’s
claim because
he was no
longer with the
university at the
time, so he was
not eligible for
The former SIUC
paid vacation.
Moccia said football head
coach is suing
he believes Kill’s the university
contract is clear over whether he
and that he should pay for
owes the money accepting the
to the university, coaching spot at
but he said the Northern Illinois
situation has University before
not changed his his contract
opinion of the expired.
former coach.
“You’ve got to respect Coach,
what he did on and off the field,”
he said. “What I think a lot of
people overlook is that this is also a
business and there are contracts and
sometimes, you know, individuals
don’t see eye to eye on those
contracts.”
Joe Crawford can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 254 or
jcrawford@siude.com.

who comes here.”
Lamb said many of her classes
have attendance policies, so skipping
them was not an option.
“I’m a senior, I’m graduating,”
Lamb said. “I can’t afford to miss
a class.”
Kathleen Plesko, director of
Disability Support Services, said
she was concerned about students
without disabilities as well as those
with restricted mobility.
“One of my able-bodied
student workers had to sit down
and slide on her bottom into this
building,” Plesko said. “Pardon me
for sounding outraged, but we have

COUNCIL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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it requested funds for programs it
no longer sponsors.
Attucks has not received money
from the city in fiscal year 2008,
which ends on April 30, because of
management and financial concerns
— including tax problems valuing
$18,000. After a prompt from city
officials, Attucks hired a new program
director, Abdul Haqq of Carbondale,
and made its Board of Directors
liable for the taxes.
Haqq said the organization, which
provides youth tutorial and recreation
programs as well as computers for
the public’s use, wants to move to a
new location, but still takes the city’s
money intended for rent and uses it
for other operations. Haqq said it was
unfair for his program to be charged
such high rent for a center “built with
Attucks in mind.”
Councilman Lance Jack said
Attucks gets a discount in rent
because of utility payments made
by the city, and the amount of space
they have.
Cole said Attucks is at risk of
repeating the problems since the
Board of Directors has not changed.
advised our students to stay home
who use wheelchairs because the
conditions seem very hazardous to
me.”
Sievers said weather closures
were a drain on university finances.
“You paid for a day that you
didn’t get anything, as a student.
People who work here get paid
for not showing up,” Sievers said.
“Think of all the overtime these
people put in to clear the walks and
the roads and whatnot.”
Tara Horton, a junior from
Harrisburg studying biological
sciences, said she had seen many
people fall on the ice by about 10
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He said the council would not be reelected if it funded an organization
that has misspent the city’s money
in the past.
“I have real concerns about this
organization,” Cole said. “It took us
to say, ‘Stop and get your act together,’
before there was a change at least in
the director’s position.”
The council voted on three
different motions, including one to
fulfill the entirety of Attucks’ request
by McDaniel, but none of them were
approved. Cole said he did not know
where the item now stands.
Councilman Steven Haynes said
the city should cut funding to the
Lion’s Club for the Fourth of July
fireworks display — valuing $3,000
— to contribute to organizations like
Attucks. But after a comment from
Cole about the celebration bringing
in tourists to the community, Haynes
voted in favor of the Lion’s Club.
The City Council also approved
FGM Architects of O’Fallon to
design the fire station and Arcturis
from St. Louis to draw the Public
Safety Center, both of which will be
built in 2010.
Doherty said he will begin
contract negotiations, and specify the
city’s expectations of the facilities.
a.m.
“This is not safe. I know this is
a money issue, so I would just like
to know what the price of people’s
safety is?” Horton said. “Because
apparently it’s not what it should
be.”
Steven Turner, a senior from
Chicago
studying
aviation
management, said he was angry about
what he called unsafe conditions on
campus.
Turner said he believed the
administrators responsible for
making the decision to stay in
school did not act with students’ best
interest in mind.

“As a chancellor who’s going
to make that decision, he should
have been out here in front of the
Student Center breaking up ice with
a pitchfork so students could get
here safely,” Turner said, referring to
Chancellor Fernando Treviño, who is
one of the administrators involved in
the decision to close the university.
Treviño did not return one phone
call and one e-mail for comment
Wednesday.
Allison Petty can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 259 or
allison.petty@siude.com.
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Audra Ord

Oh, you mean Singles’ Awareness Day? I’m hangin’ out with my roomies and
my best friend. Last year we went and saw “Hannibal Rising”; we’re trying to find
something equally anti-V-Day to do this year. It’ll probably include a lot of Ben &
Jerry’s — the only men in my life I can rely on to make me happy. (And no, I’m
really not this bitter and cynical.)

Devin Vaughn

I think the real question that should be
asked is “Why can’t anyone from the Pulse
get a date?“

WHAT ’S GOING ON
Hangar 9: Cornmeal
Mugsy’s: Karaoke
PK’s: Stockholm
Tres Hombres: Atlantis Quartet
Side Tracks: Live DJ
Stix: DJ Koz

2/15
Copper Dragon: Trippin Billies (Dave Matthews
Tribute)
Cousin Andy’s: The Kennedys
Hangar 9: Mountain Sprout
Mugsy’s: Southbound
PK’s: Secondary Modern
Longbranch: art opening
Tres Hombres: The Skinny Dips
Key West: Gotcha Ent.
Side Tracks: Live DJ
Stix: Poor King/Blizzard of Ozz (Black Sabbath and Ozzy
Osbourne tribute)/Drivin Rain

2/16
Copper Dragon: GNR The Tribute Show
Hangar 9: Bumpus and Atlantis Quartet
PK’s: Mountain Sprout Band
Longbranch: salsa dancing
Tres Hombres: DJ Red T
Key West: By Request
Side Tracks: The Skinny Dips

2/17
Sunday

2/14

Monday

Today

I’ll probably watch a movie in my
friends’ room or go to a movie with them.
Yeah, not being taken on Valentine’s Day is
a ball of fun.

Friday

Wes Lawson

Today is Valentine’s Day, when greeting card companies make a fortune and a ton of chocolate is consumed. What are your
plans for the big day?

Tuesday

C

Classified

Stix: DJ Koz

2/18
Hangar 9: Sports on the big screen
Key West: Ivas John Blues Band

2/19
Hangar 9: Open Mic
Hangar 9: Dollar Nite with Punk Soul Brutha

2/20
Wednesday

P UL S E

Saturday

14

Tres Hombres: Brothers on the Sly
Booby’s: Black 40’s/Spokesman/Himalayas
Hangar 9: Death by Karaoke with DJ Punk Soul
Brutha
PK’s: Dallas Alice/Poon Twang/SVSP
Tres Hombres: Moon Buggy Kids/Conniption
Fitts/Zuul
Side Tracks: Live DJ
Stix: DJ Koz

Classified
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by Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

By Linda C. Black
by Glenn McCoy

The Duplex

Today’s Birthday (02-14-08) Get
the place you’ve always wanted this
year. Fix it up in style. Develop a nurturing environment. If you’re already on
this path, do more, happily.
To get the advantage, check the
day’s rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the
most challenging.

THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams
ACROSS
1 Vegas quote
5 Ensnare
9 Prepared to take
notice?
14 Tabby’s
comment
15 Sister/wife of
Zeus
16 Try to get one’s
goat
17 Stridex target
18 Villainous
19 Duck down
20 Zola novel
21 Hosiery feature
22 Sheriff’s band
23 Start of a quip
26 Founded: abbr.
27 Jogged
28 Above, to a poet
31 Theatrical
comment
35 Poetic
contraction
36 Ray of “Battle
Cry”
37 Part 2 of quip
41 Dad’s sister
42 Vichy water
43 Rhone tributary
44 “__ Soffel”
45 Shell propeller
46 Fast flier’s letters
48 End of quip

17

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Today
is a 7 — Important business decisions
will have to be made soon. Things
should go well once you have misunderstandings cleared away. Ask if there
are any.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — Today
is an 8 — Through your own intervention, your place is quite comfortable. It
may not be quite finished, but it’s good
enough. Gather with good friends.

Aries (March 21-April 19) —
Today is a 7 — The answer you’ve just
discovered leads to new questions, naturally. You never have to worry about
being bored; you won’t let that happen.
You’re interested in everything.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) — Today
is a 6 — You and your partner need to
discuss an upcoming purchase. You can
get something that will last for years, if
you pool your resources.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) — Today
is a 7 — Look around while you’re out
there in unfamiliar territory. Odds are
good you’ll find a way to do business at
a profit. You love it when this happens.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
— Today is a 7 — The most difficult
part of the task should almost be over
by now. Soon you can hand the maintenance duties over to somebody else.
Look forward to that.

Gemini (May 21-June 21) —
Today is a 7 — Don’t rush off before
you’ve finished a task that must be
done. You know what it is, or if you’ve
forgotten you’ll be reminded. It has to
do with money.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) —
Today is a 7 — Your reverie is broken
by an urgent request. Take care of the
job immediately, and get back to having fun. Keep your priorities straight.

Cancer (June 22-July 22) — Today
is a 6 — Review your holdings and
you will find a leak that needs to be
plugged. You’re paying too much for
something you don’t use anymore.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) —
Today is a 7 — Once you’ve made the
decision about what to do at home,
there’ll be time to relax. Schedule an
interesting evening for you and somebody you love.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Today
is a 7 — You’ve almost had too much
of a good thing in the past few days.
Schedule a break to share with congenial friends. Restore your sense of
humor.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) —
Today is a 6 — The list of things you’ve
been meaning to do is getting pretty
long. Go over it again before you start.
Some have lost all justification, and can
be deleted.

(c) 2008, Tribune Media Services Inc. | Distributed by McClatchy-Tribune Information Services.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME

54 Fen
57 “Jane Shore”
dramatist
58 Parasites on
people
59 Type of potato
60 Magazine
founder Eric
61 Garfield’s pal

62 Type of orange
63 Female servant
64 Oregon city
65 Prevailing tide
66 ID info
67 Tense
DOWN
1 Man from

7 Opera highlights
8 Date producer
9 Trample
10 Kindergarten
quintet
11 Small boys
12 Manipulates
13 Dijon dad
24 Leg ends
25 Word after
Scotland
28 Highly spiced
stew
29 Idyllic place
30 Memorizing
process
31 First of billions
32 Go off, as milk
33 Overnight
travelers’ stops

Muscat
2 Low-boost
coffee?
3 Prima __
4 Perspiration
5 Proposition
maintained by
argument
6 Backslide

34 E-mail address
symbol
35 Old French coin
36 Oklahoma town
38 Study
39 Sound sensors
40 Como __ Usted?
45 Postponed
46 Like some linings
47 Proud mounts
48 Pale
49 Tiny bits
50 Spherical map
51 Assisted
52 Frosting
53 Indigent
54 Money maker?
55 Hebrew month
56 Speak
incoherently

by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

DYADD
©2008 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

WAKOE
GUTONE
www.jumble.com

CRADOC

Sudoku

Answer: A

By The Mepham Group
Level: 1

2

3

Yesterday’s

4

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every digit
1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solution to Wednesday’s puzzle

© 2008 The Mepham Group. Distributed by Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.
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Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

“

”

(Answers tomorrow)
INTENT
CURVE
EMBRYO
Jumbles: FAUNA
Answer: When the shopper was accused of passing
phony money, he had a — COUNTER FIT

siuDE.com
www.
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Gloria Bode says check out the rest
of Pulse on page 14.
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Dear Hollywood: ‘Star Wars’ rages on

Hollywood, it’s time to tattle on
someone.
George Lucas fibbed.
Lucas said when “Star Wars
Episode III: Revenge of the Sith”
hit theaters, he was done creating
films for the franchise he so
egregiously tanked by adding awful
prequels to the 1970s and 1980s
sci-fi classic trilogy.
But now, Lucas is bringing
another “Star Wars” installment to
the silver screen this August — a
computer-generated animation
called “Star Wars: The Clone
Wars.”
In the words of Princess Leia:
Help us, Obi-Wan Kenobi, you’re
our only hope.
The only thing you did right for
your fans in the prequels was the
casting of wonderful actor Ewan
McGregor as Obi-Wan Kenobi.
He saved your movies and he saved
audiences from walking out.
Hollywood, we’ve forgiven you
for all the bad plot and casting

decisions made in Episodes IIII. Think about all the wrongs
you committed — the sniveling
portrayal of Anakin “I just can’t
wait to be Darth Vader and strangle
people with my mind” Skywalker
by Hayden Christensen, the
killing of three of the most-hyped
imposing characters in the films
almost as soon as the audience saw
them (General Grievous, Count
Dooku and Darth Maul), and lest
we forget the greatest wrong of all,
the inclusion of one annoying and
useless Jar Jar Binks.
And then you had the audacity
of a rhino stamping out a campfire
to digitally impose the image of
Christensen over the original
actor who played Skywalker in the
touching final scene of the 2004
re-release of “Star Wars Episode
VI: Return of the Jedi.”
Luke Skywalker detaches
himself from the final celebration
to look out over the forest and see
the ghostly images of his father
Anakin and jedis Yoda and ObiWan Kenobi smiling back at him.
Not Christensen!
But we keep throwing money at
you, Hollywood, because we expect
anything “Star Wars”-related to be
as wonderful as the original three

DRAKE

WIN

ALICIA WADE
awade
@siude.com

CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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short end of the sticks of several
this season but our guys nutted up
in the end and got it done,”Lowery
said. “That’s what it’s about — protecting your home court.”
The Salukis shot 50 percent
from the floor and 8-for-11 from
the free throw line.
Bodies flew in the last five minutes of the game as Falker had to be
taken off the court as he flew into
the sidelines diving for a ball.
Falker would eventually return
with 3:29 to play with an eruption
from the Saluki crowd.
As of late Wednesday night,
Falker was being treated for a
sprained right ankle as a result of
the play.
Sophomore guard Josh
Young led the Bulldogs with
17 points while senior Klayton
Korver chipped in 11 points and
junior forward Jonathan Cox
also added 11 points and 10
rebounds.
Drake coach Keno Davis said
after the game he told his team
not to be to upset losing at the SIU
Arena.
“I didn’t want them to get too
down because they lost at a place
nobody ever wins at,” Davis said.
The win now puts the Salukis’
home record against MVC opponents to 60-1 since 2001.
With a win, Drake could have
clinched a share of the MVC regular season title, but Shaw said team
motivation wasn’t going to let that
happen.
“Its just extra motivation,” Shaw
said. “We definitely didn’t want
them to come down to our gym
and cut down our nets.”
The Salukis will be back in
action Saturday night as they
head to Wichita, Kan., to face the
Wichita State Shockers. Tip off is
set for 6:05 p.m.
Megan Kramper can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 256 or
megkramp@siu.edu.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE

films were.
Please, Hollywood and Lucas,
don’t betray this lightsaber-loving,
Princess-Leia-bun-sporting, geekyfan-of-“Star Wars”-I-am heart.
Don’t let this new endeavor be as
terrible as Episodes I-III.
You’re dealing with the Clone
Wars, Hollywood. Fans of “Star
Wars” are obsessed with it and
probably even more so since you
skimped over them in Episodes
I-III. You have plenty of material
here, so please, make a good story,
pick good voice actors and don’t
just make it fun to watch with little
depth.
Audiences want a reason to
care about characters they love,
Hollywood. If we wanted to watch
pine boards act, we’d go to the
nearest lumberyard. If we wanted
some amazing action scenes, we’d
watch “Die Hard.”
What we want is you, “Star
Wars,” but only if you’ll give us the
great science fiction film with great
acting and even better graphics we
deserve.
Don’t let us down, Hollywood,
or this nerdy fan will lead the
charge with her purple, Mace
Windu plastic lightsaber against
you.
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WILL YOU PEOPLE BE SERIOUS!
Prime Minister Gordon Brown
has asked citizens to submit suggestions for a motto summing up
Great Britain in five words or less.
Some of the suggestions thus far:
“Drinking continues until morale
improves” and “At least we’re not
French.”
OK, THAT’S 25, 50, 75, $1 ... 25,
50 ...
An employee has been accused
of stealing more than 71 pounds of
quarters from a car wash in Fond du
Lac, Wis. Police say the man subsequently used quarters to purchase
many items including cocaine.
NOW, HER I REMEMBER
A man became so intoxicated at
a bar in Buffalo, N.Y., that he woke
up the next morning in a burnedout vacant building. He does not
recall how he wound up there, but
he told police that he had “encountered an unknown naked female”

the night before who apparently
stole his SUV.
HEY, I’M THE VICTIM HERE
A man snatched $35 out of the
hand of a guy waiting in line at a
gas station in Westgate, Fla., then
ran outside, jumped into his car
and drove off. The victim went after
him in his car and followed him
until the robber pulled over and
ran into the woods, leaving his keys
in the vehicle. Then two other men
stole the robber’s car.
THESE ARE JUST COINCIDENCES,
OFFICER
Aware that his soon-to-be-exwife would get the $700,000 house
in a divorce settlement, a man in
Sheffield, England, got drunk and
burned it to the ground, police
charged. He says he didn’t do it, but
he had threatened to destroy the
home earlier in the evening, and
was caught sleeping in his van a
short distance from the fire.
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“I wish they had come off a
comfortable win, we might have
got them at maybe not 100 percent,” Davis said. “They played
inspired basketball, very tough
defensively and disrupted us.”
Randal Falker and Bryan
Mullins led SIU in a 7-0 run to
start the game but from then on
every Saluki was involved.
Tyrone Green, a pass-first
guard, showed no hesitation taking a 3-pointer that went in. After
Drake’s Klayton Korver hit a 3pointer, freshman forward Carlton
Fay took no time launching a three
of his own the moment he touched
the ball.
The SIU defense could not
stop all of Drake’s shots from falling, but when the shot missed the
Salukis were there to scoop it up
every time.
Drake did not get a second
shot opportunity until there were
only 10 minutes remaining in the
first half.
The Bulldogs had hot shooters
as well with Korver, Josh Young and
Josh Parker finding success from
3-point range. But when Young hit
a three, Joshua Bone responded by
breaking his defender down with
the dribble and connecting with
one of his own.
When Korver and Young hit
consecutive threes, Mullins halted
the run with a deep ball. When
Parker hit a long ball, Shaw and
Green scored with layups.
Coach Chris Lowery said the
offensive energy was focused on
pressuring Drake the whole time.
“I just thought we were aggressive. When we played them last
time we didn’t attack them,” Lowery
said. “This time we attacked them
and took our layups when we had
them.”
The Bulldogs even enjoyed a
1-point lead in the second half for
about 10 seconds before Shaw and
Bone hit a pair of 3-pointers to
extend SIU’s lead.

Junior guard Bryan
Mullins plays
defense during
Wednesday’s game
against Drake at
the SIU Arena. The
Salukis beat the
Bulldogs 65-62.
B RANDON C HAPPLE
D AILY E GYPTIAN

The rest of the team had the
green light even when the game
was close. With a 1-point lead
with less than 10 minutes to play
Bone pulled up for another 3pointer and again hit the shot.
When the game was tied with
1:30 remaining it was Wesley
Clemmons who came up with the

layup.
Mullins said the team came
together and responded to every
offensive run the Bulldogs went on.
“They made their runs and hit
some tough shots but we always
had an answer,” Mullins said.
“Everyone pitched in. This was a
great team win. No one really stood

out and had an amazing game but
everyone did their job.”
The Salukis hope to bring their
hot shooting with them when they
go on the road to face Wichita
State Saturday.
Jeff Engelhardt can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 269 or jengel@siu.edu.
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Roger Clemens and Brian McNamee met face-to-face in a Congressional hearing
Wednesday for the first time since allegations of Clemens’ alleged use of steroids and
performance enhancing drugs appeared in The Mitchell Report. Did the meetings
prove anything to you?

JEFF
ENGELHARDT
jengel
@siu.edu

“I misremember some of what
Clemens said but I think he lied under
oath. McNamee and Clemens are probably
both liars, but Andy Pettitte and Chuck
Knoblauch have seemed honest about the
whole thing. There would be no reason for
Pettitte to lie about a friend so I figure he is
telling the truth.”

“I thought they both did a good job
of lying under oath. Their stories are both
inconsistent but I think Clemens got the MEGAN KRAMPER
worst end of the deal by having his “best
megkramp
friend” Andy Pettitte going against him.
@siu.edu
These proved nothing until there is DNA
evidence I think Clemens is clear.”

LUIS MEDINA
lcm1986
@siu.edu

“The meetings proved nothing to
me because they didn’t get any answers.
Someone is lying to me, and I don’t think
that’s cool.”

THE DAY
QUOTE OFRick
Walker

“

It’s a very exciting, very
frustrating, very elating
experience. It’s the best
part of what we do.
–Rick Walker
swimming and diving head coach
on the upcoming Missouri Valley
Conference championships

Do you have questions for the Saluki
Insider that you want answered?
E-mail: editor@siude.com

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

SIU looks to complete sweep
Salukis take on
Creighton tonight
Matt Hartwig
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The SIU women’s basketball team
is hoping to emulate its results from
the last time it played Creighton
with a little less uncertainty tonight.
The Salukis can pick up the season sweep of the Bluejays with a
win at 7:05 at the Qwest Center in
Omaha, Neb. The first contest went
to SIU, where it pulled off a 75-74
win in overtime.
Since then, the Salukis have not
won a Missouri Valley Conference
road game.
SIU (8-13, 4-7 MVC) will look
to disrupt senior Ally Thrall for
the second straight game. Thrall, a
senior guard, was held to only six
points the last time the teams met
on Jan. 20.
Saluki coach Dana Eikenberg
said she is confident the team can
slow down Thrall because of the
defensive strength of junior guard
Erica Smith.
“Erica did a terrific job against
her,” Eikenberg said. “We need to do
to a complete job of following the
defensive game plan.”
Creighton (13-8, 6-4) will bring
a well-rounded attack that features
the MVC’s sixth best scoring offense
and the sixth best scoring defense.
It is also the second best free
throw shooting team in the conference at 75 percent.
SIU will look to counter the
attack with the MVC’s seventh lead-

Senior guard
Jayme Sweere
blows through
Wichita State’s
defense Sunday
afternoon.
Sweere became
the 19th Saluki
in program
history to reach
1,000 career
points Thursday
night at UNI.
J ASON J OHNSON
D AILY E GYPTIAN

ing scorer in senior guard Jayme
Sweere.
Sweere averages 14.1 points per
game but took a backseat to fellow
senior guard Erin Pauk during the
Jan. 20 game.
Pauk led the Salukis with 17 points
on 6-of-14 shooting and was one of
six players scoring in double figures.
More importantly, they tied a
school record with only four turnovers.
SIU has spent the week practicing low post defense in efforts

to slow down the Bluejays inside
tandem of Sara Cain and Kristina
Voss.
The duo combined for 35 points
against the Salukis.
“They’re going to go inside and
we’ve been working on stopping
that for three days,” Eikenberg said.
“We’ve made our post players very
aware of what they plan to do.”
Matt Hartwig can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 282 or at
mhartwig@siu.edu.
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INSIDER, page 19: What’s your opinion of
the steroid hearing on Capitol Hill?
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SIU DEFEATS DRAKE, 65-62

Salukis shoot on target

Mullins and Falker
lead Salukis with
13 points a piece
Megan Kramper
DAILY EGYPTIAN

All season long, coach Chris
Lowery said he hadn’t given up on his
struggling Salukis.
It showed Wednesday night.
The Salukis squeezed out a 65-62
win over No.14 Drake Wednesday
night, ending the Bulldogs 21-game
win streak and 13-0 run in Missouri
Valley Conference play.
Senior guard Wesley Clemmons’
drive to the bucket with 1:24 remaining put the Salukis (13-12, 8-6 MVC)
up 64-62 with time winding down.
Senior forward Matt Shaw added
a free throw with three seconds left to
help put the lead to 65-62.
The Bulldogs (22-2, 13-1) got one
last look from senior guard Leonard
Houston, but the shot fell short.
Junior guard Bryan Mullins along
with senior Randal Falker led the
Saluki offense with 13 points each.
“It feels good,” Mullins said about
the win. “If he (Houston) would have
made that three I don’t know what
would have happened.”
Sophomore guard Josh Bone added
nine points — all of which came from
3-pointers.
Mullins said the Salukis made the
win a team effort and didn’t have one
standout performer in the game.
Coach Chris Lowery said he tried
to take timeouts at the end of the game
to see Drake’s positioning in the final
second, but it came down to SIU’s hard
work to give the Salukis the victory.
“You know we’ve come out on the
See DRAKE, Page 18
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Senior guard Tyrone Green drives to the basket as senior forward Randal Falker screens out his defender. The Salukis defeated Drake 65-62
Wednesday at the SIU Arena.

High-powered offense key in victory
Jeff Engelhardt
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The Salukis challenged the best
offensive team in the conference to a
shootout Wednesday night with no
hesitation.
The methodical and grinding

offense of SIU was thrown to the
side to play Drake-style basketball
and it worked as the Salukis upset the
Bulldogs 65-62.
No. 14 Drake couldn’t have hoped
for a better pace to the game as they
came out in the first half and shot
7-for-16 from beyond the arc and

48 percent overall from the field.
SIU (13-12, 8-6 MVC) beat Drake
at its own game and had one of the
most efficient offensive 20 minutes
this season when it went 6-for-11
from beyond the arc and 55 percent
overall.
The Salukis’ different offensive
approach was enough to throw the
Bulldogs (22-2, 13-1) off their defen-

sive strategy. The name on the back
of the jersey did not seem to matter
as any Saluki who had an open look
had the green light to shoot.
Drake’s coach Keno Davis said he
could tell the Salukis were ready to
challenge the Bulldogs at their own
game.
See WIN, Page 18

SWIMMING & DIVING

SIU swimmers dive into championship weekend
Luis C. Medina
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The SIU women’s swimming and
diving team is hunting for another
championship.
The Salukis will begin the bid
for their second consecutive Missouri
Valley Conference championship today
as they compete in the State Farm
MVC Championship, which will take
place at the Recreation Center.
In 2007, SIU won its first MVC
championship since the 2001-02
season, breaking a four-year streak
where the Salukis finished runner-up
to Missouri State.
Coach Rick Walker said his swimmers have never felt the pressure to
repeat, but their expectations are realistic.
“We want to win and I think we
have a shot at winning,” Walker said.
“But we’re going to have to overcome Missouri State and a steadily
approaching Illinois State to do it.”
With three first-place votes in the
Pre-Championship Coaches’ Poll, the
Salukis are favored to win. Missouri
State received the other two votes,
while Illinois State, Northern Iowa

and Evansville follow third through
fifth respectively.
SIU and Missouri State have finished either first or second since 2003,
while Illinois State, who has five conference titles, has not won the MVC
since 1998. The Salukis have won 13
of 22 MVC championships.
Northern Iowa will look for a
repeat of the success it had in last year’s
championships. The Panthers scored
382 points and coach Stacey Simmer
earned Coach of the Year honors.
Evansville senior Nicole Uhrin
ranks in the top-10 in the MVC in
the 100-yard and 200-yard butterfly
events. Uhrin will try to lead the
Purple Aces to an upset victory as
her swimming career ends with the
championships this weekend.
The Salukis lost to the Bears in
Springfield, Mo., 154-147 in a dual
meet Jan.19. Kelly Dvorak, Julie Ju,
Isabel Madeira, Therese Mattsson
and Marcela Teixeira won individual
events against Missouri State, and
the Salukis won the 400-yard medley
relay and 400 freestyle relay events.
SIU will look to improve on the 10
events it collected in that meet.
The Salukis finished the regular
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Freshman Lindsey Smith practices the butterfly stroke Wednesday at the Recreation Center. The
women’s swimming and diving team will host the State Farm Missouri Valley Conference Swimming and
Diving Championships today through Saturday.
season with a victory at the final home
dual meet against Evansville. The
women’s team won 12 of 13 events
en route to a 119-58 victory over the
Purple Aces. Senior Julie Ju picked up
victories in the 100-yard freestyle and
200-yard breaststroke events, which
earned her the Swimmer of the Week
award for the second week in a row.

Ju, the two-time defending MVC
Swimmer of the Year, will try to
defend her titles during the weekend.
She was victorious in the 100-yard
breaststroke and 100 freestyle events
at last year’s championships.
Despite last year’s conference
championship and this year’s success,
Walker said Missouri State is the

team to beat, adding how important it
was for his swimmers to be focused.
“We are what we are and that’s all
we can be, except we want to strive to
be better,” Walker said.
Luis C. Medina can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 238 or at
lcm1986@siu.edu.

